Turf: Summer Stress in the Fall?

If your lawn is brown right now do not be alarmed—it’s just trying to protect itself. It has been
incredibly dry during the second half of the summer and turf across the area is proof of that. Due
to these conditions most lawns have become hay-like in appearance as the plant has shifted from
growth mode to dormancy. In a manner similar to the way our arteries and veins move blood to
different parts of the body, turf is able to shift the location of vital fluids from the blade of the
grass plant into the root system. As it becomes stressed from intense summer heat, or in our case,
drought like conditions, the above-ground operations of turf switch off and the below-ground
functions slow to a crawl. This process is called translocation.

While the heat and dryness are unusual for this time of year, the reaction being exhibited in area
lawns is not. These lawns are not technically dead, but in fact, have shifted to a dormant state
much like you would expect to happen during the winter months. Generally, lawns require one
inch of rainfall per week. Even if we receive a prolonged period of heavy rain before the onset of

. winter, it is doubtful that they will ree ter their normal growth pattern. Come the s r1n , if there
are any brown spots or irregularly colored1 areds do not assume th e a resu ?ns yea?% ur%usua‘i V\? ather. Cﬁaese symptormis are

not normal and are most likely the result of disease or infestation.

Pests: Crane Flies

You know those big mosquito-like things that have days of the first frost. But next spring, topical

been buzzing around your yard and sticking to your applications can be made to your turf that will
windows, screens, and doors? Perhaps you know  prevent the leatherjackets from doing extensive
them by one of their common names: the Mosquito damage. If you have a suspicion that you may have
Hawk, May Fly, or Crane Fly. Well, this Autumn an infestation, the following steps should be taken to
we have found ourselves inundated by these determine whether or not you should give us a call:
critters, and depending on how soon the
temperatures drop, we may be paying the price next
Spring.

1) Select four areas that appear damaged, or are
places where ground birds like Robins and Starlings
seem to congregate.

Crane Flies are members of the Tipulidae family of
insects, and can be easily recognized by their long,
gangly legs and sloppy flight pattern. They almost
look like ﬂy1ng Daddy_Long Legs, and are actually 3) First look for leatherjackets feeding on the roots
called by that name in some parts of the country. ~ Of the grass plant, this is where they will be most
visible. Next, examine the sides of your grass
sample for any larva. Finally, break up some of the
grass sample to get an idea of the number of
leatherjackets embedded in the soil.

2) Use a butter knife to cut a six inch by six inch
square in the turf. Carefully peel back the grass.

The life cycle of the Crane Fly is one of the least
studied of all the members of the order Insecta.
Females lay their eggs in the fall, and the larva,
known as leatherjackets, grow during the cold
winter months. Leatherjackets feed on the roots of ~ 4) Carefully replace the grass patch

turf grass in a manner very similar to.grubs, and are 5y Multiply the number of leatherjackets found by
capable of d01ng.51gn1ﬁcant damage }f not properly  foyr to get the number per square foot. Repeat this
controlled. In mid summer, when itis warmand  process three more times to get the average number

humigi, (conditions similar to what we hav'e of leatherjackets per square foot in your lawn.
experienced the past few weeks) Crane Flies

emerge from the ground to breed. Depending on the number of leatherjackets per

) ) square foot, the following steps may be needed:
Unlike their common name would suggest, Crane

flies do not eat mosquitoes, but actually feed off of
nectar. As a point of fact, many adult Crane Flies

0-25 Do nothing, These are normal levels. Unless
grass is young there is no need to treat it.

do not even have mouthparts and live only long 25-30 Consider taking action to eliminate the
enough to reproduce before dying. And while problem. Depending on the health of your lawn it
females have an ovipositor that is stinger-like in might be necessary to apply treatments.

appearance, crane flies are virtually harmless. 50-80 Call Chris Orser Landscaping to schedule a

However, when populations reach numbers like meeting. These are infestation levels and should be
those we have seen recently it is likely that we will  treated to maintain the health of any lawn.

see substantial numbers of leatherjackets infesting

lawns next spring.

At this point, there is nothing that can be done. The
female flies will lay their eggs and die within a few



