
Perennials: The Bachelor Button Plant 
Centaurea montana (also known as Bachelor’s 
Button) is a brilliant perennial that oddly does 
not receive the attention it deserves.  This plant is 
native to Europe and produces large delicate 
blooms each spring. The unopened blossom has 
an interesting diamond pattern across its surface. 
Its flowers are equally unusual in that they have 
deep blue, trumpeted petals that lead to a vibrant 
pink center.  The plant stands 18-24” tall and is 
hardy in most environments 
 

In addition to its perennial quality, Bachelor 
Button occasionally self seeds and would 
therefore be perfect to use in a border garden or 

as a backdrop.  Its showy blooms would 
also make it an excellent plant with 
which to encircle a birdbath or small 
fountain. 
 

The name “Bachelor Button” is derived 
from European folklore.  According to 
tradition, young men wore the flower to 
show that they were in love.  If the 
bloom faded too quickly it indicated 
that their love was unrequited. 
 

 

Hardscapes: Planning the Perfect Patio 
What makes the perfect patio?  
While the answer will be different 
for each person, the common theme 
is a balance between beauty and 
practicality.  Before building a patio, 
it is important for one to address 
three main areas: Function, Physical 
Properties, and Accessories. 
 

The intended purpose of a patio will 
have a significant impact on all other 
aspects of the project.  Will its 
primary function be as a relaxing 
retreat to have family dinners?  Or 
perhaps it will be a large open space 
designed to hold parties and other 
gatherings? The purpose of your 
future patio will play a very 
important part in determining the 
size and materials used. 
 

Next comes arguably one of the most 
important decisions you must make 
about your patio…What will it be 
made out of?  Chris Orser 
Landscaping works primarily with 
three types of stone: brick pavers, 
bluestone, and flagstone, each of 
which has benefits and drawbacks.  
Flagstone, for example, has a very 
natural appearance, but is not suited 
for a dining area due to its uneven 
surfaces.  Brick pavers, on the other 
hand, are man-made and therefore 
very consistent in size and shape. 
Pavers are an excellent choice for 
most patios due to their availability 
and low cost.  However, if you seek 
to create a more formal atmosphere, 
bluestone is undoubtedly the best 
choice.  Its dark, matte-like 

appearance and smooth surfaces 
make it perfect for large patios or 
walkways. 
 

It is also important to take into 
consideration the overall style of the 
home.  Curved lines provide 
aesthetic value and a welcoming 
appeal.  Alternatively, straight lines 
generally set a more modern or 
formal mood while creating greater 
functionality.   
 

Finally, before construction on your 
patio begins, make sure you have an 
idea of the accessories and planting 
you will use to accent your 
hardscaping element.  Fountains and 
outdoor lighting will require special 
electric, and plumbing connections 
which should be installed prior to 
construction on the patio begins. 
Plants should be chosen that will 
grow slowly and only within the 
barriers established by the edges of 
the patio.  It is also important to take 
into account qualities such as 
attractiveness to bees and tolerance 
of heat.   
 

The perfect patio is the one that 
meets all of the property owner’s 
needs, both functionally and 
aesthetically. By thoroughly 
planning your project, you can be 
certain that your patio truly is 
beyond compare. 
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