
 Trees: Winter Pruning 
Winter Pruning (AKA: dormant 
pruning) is beneficial to plantings in 
many different ways. By removing 
weak or parallel branches in winter it is 
easier to see the tree’s structure as a 
whole. Another benefit is the reduced 
risk of spreading disease as opposed to 
pruning in the summer months. 
 
It is important to realize that when 
pruning, you are creating an open 
wound in the tree that is susceptible to 
disease from fungal spores. Most of 
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Magic Salt is a highly effective ice 
melting product, safe for use on 
concrete.  Magic Salt is less-corrosive 
and does less harm to curbside grass 
areas or plant material.  Also, Magic 
Salt continues to melt ice below -35F.    
 
Magic Salt starts out as ordinary rock 
salt, however once the rock salt is 
treated with a special liquid (an 
agricultural by-product of the distilling 
process that is blended with magnesium 
chloride) it is transformed into a new 
de-icing material.  This powerful mix 
offers superior de-icing while 
maintaining a non-toxic

degradable product safe for all 
commercial and residential 
applications. 

, bio-

 
While Magic Salt is used to rid 
properties of existing snow and ice 
packs, Magic -0 is a liquid that is 
sprayed on road surfaces before a storm 
to prevent snow and ice from 
accumulating at all. During the winter 
months, Magic -0 is used extensively 
on the New York State Thruway 
system and the Garden State Parkway 
as an anti-icing agent because of its 
excellent efficiency at temperatures 
down to -35 Fahrenheit. 

 Gardens: Winterize Your Garden 

these diseases are not active during the 
winter because of the low temperatures.
 
One final advantage of pruning while 
the tree is dormant is an increased 
growth rate in the spring. By trimming 
off suckers, parallel branches, and 
branches that are not visually appealing, 
you can focus the trees growth in the 
existing healthy limbs.  

Now that the leaves have fallen and 
the perennials have died down, it is 
time to prepare your garden for the 
harsh winter months.  It is essential that 
you take preventative measures this fall 
to ensure a healthy garden come next 
spring. 
 
One of the most important things you 
can do to winterize a garden is remove 
leaf refuse and the dead tops of 
perennials. These materials are great 
filler for an active compost heap. 
However, be sure to identify any 
diseased or moldy debris and dispose of 
them in a trash can so that the ailment 
can’t spread to other plants. 

transpirant foliar spray to broadleaf 
evergreens such as rhododendrons and 
hollies to trap moisture inside their 
leaves during the dry winter months. 
Under normal conditions, This will 
prevent leaf browning, curling, and 
most winter burn. 
 
Winter is also the time to clean and 
sharpen garden tools so they are ready 
to go next spring.  Additionally, be sure 
to drain garden hoses to prevent them 
from splitting in the cold. Finally, be 
sure to winterize your lawn mowers 
and weed whackers.  
 

It is also important to apply a anti-


